
State rules
Foust has
a conflict
Can no longer vote on salt Ponds
BY RYAN THoMAs RIDDLE The comission found that

DailyPoststatfwnter FoUSt. in her rOle aS COUnCrl

REdwood Crty Coutcil member, acted rmProPedy

Member Rosmne Foust vio- when she voted on the am-

lated state law by voung on the bitious development prcject

controversral salt ponds prcj- that would build up to 12,000

ect, and d she does it agatn she homes on the salt Ponds e6t
could be fined up to $5,000, the of 101. That's becaus Foust is

Fm Political Practices Com- also the prordent and CEO of
missron said yesterday. [See FOUST' page 47]

"I feel good," sad Cohen "And I
fcel more than good."

Cohen took heat from Jim Hartnett'
Foust's husband md a former Re$-

wood City mayor, for filing the com-
plainl "Hartnett's made rt personal,"

said Cohen.

Cohen soos it as a lcsson
Cohen told the Post that the comrs-

sron's findings should serye as a lesson

to those who would tum Pohhcs into a

personal vendetta.
The comssion has closed the case

because Foust onsulted with Abrms.
'The nfomation in this matter will be

retarned md may be considered should

an enforcemeot actlon become nccessary

broed on ncwly dtscovcred infomadon
or future conduct," wms the letter.

"ilf the comission is) not doing

anYthinq because the citY attome)

ma,l. a-mittake (then; fine rf that's
what they re saying. I'll take resPonsi

bihtv," Abrams satd.

Bot Foutt won't be consultiog wlth
Abrms any longer. Pmela ThomPson
will tsume the city attomey duties on

Aug 4. "That's somelhlng lhc new ctty

3nj6sy will bc able to advise her on."

sard Abrams about any future conflicts-
of-interest

FousT 

-Sm Mateo CountY,Fconomic Devel-

ooment Associahon, or SAMCBDA,
which endorsed the Project

The developers of the salt Ponds
proiect - DMB Associates md Crgill

- m dues-paytng members of SAM-
CEDA, according to the commisston.

"I haven't talked wlth my lawyer yet

about this letter," Fout told the Post

She added that once she talks to her

lawyer she may be able to answer ques-

trons about thc FPPC letter. "lt's in the

hands of o=Dr city attomey md I'm go-

ing to refer you to him," said Foust

city attolnoy cloared Foust
Foust consulted Redwood city Inter-

trn Clty Attomey RoY Abrms before

she voted to hfe envromental con-
sultmts for the proJect 

^t 
tbe May 24

councrl meeting. Abrams advised Foust

that there wasn't a conflict.
Thc comssion's letter statcd

SAMCEDA could see a financ:al gain

because Foust's vote helped move the

project further along Dolng so might
encouage olhcr develoPers to join
SAMCEDA as dues-paying members if
they see that endorsed prcjects have a

greater chan€ of moving forward, sald

the letter
The comisston said Foust bas a

vcsted interest in SAMCEDAs finan-
cial success srnce she derives a salary

frcm her role as president.

WaB ruling Politlcal?
"We saw no finmcial effect at all on

SAMCEDA." said Abrams. He said the

comrnission's findings ue inconsistent
rvith previou cas€s because they are

based on speculation and not fact.
"As a lawyer, I can't read this (letter)

and help but think politics were at play
here," sard Abram. But when asked !o
elaborate, Abrms refused.

The invstigahon was sParked after
Andv Cohen, council member in n€ar-

by Nfenlo Park, filed a complaint last
month with the comission'


